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1 Introduction

Xilinx is now a part of AMD

The “Xilinx” trademark may be used in this document in order to avoid confusion when referring to
Web pages, documentation and software that predates the phasing out of the “Xilinx” brand following
its acquisition by AMD Inc. Any references to Xilinx should be interpreted as references to AMD.

A board file is a high-level description of the major features of the ADM-VA600, which can be used with Vivado’s
IP Integrator tool. The purpose of the board file is to streamline the process of creating a Block Diagram (BD)
design, and:

• Provides presets for certain IPs that are frequently used in designs for the ADM-VA600.

• Defines key board interfaces such as differential clocks, DDR4 SDRAM interfaces etc.

• Defines the pinout and certain physical constraints for the Adaptive SoC in the ADM-VA600, so that the
user need not provide DIFF_TERM, IOSTANDARD, PACKAGE_PIN etc. constraints for the board interfaces
defined by the board file.

1.1 Board files and order codes

At time of writing, only a single board file exists for the ADM-VA600, which applies to the ADM-VA600/DEV order
code. Should other order codes be created in future, Alpha Data may publish additional board files as needed.

Order code(s) Board file VLNV Board features

ADM-VA600/DEV alpha-data.com:admva600_dev:part0:* Not space-deployable
XCVC1902-1MSIVSVA2197
2 x 8 GiB memory @ DDR4-2133P

Table 1: Available ADM-VA600 files by order code

“Order code(s)” are the order codes for which the board file applies. A particular board file might cover several
order codes because certain ordering options are considered “cosmetic” as far as AMD tools such as Vivado,
Vitis and Petalinux are concerned. An example of such a cosmetic option might be a conformal coating option.

“Board file VLNV” is the string that Vivado uses to identify a particular board file. A board file VLNV may be
passed to various Vivado Tcl commands; for example get_board_parts.
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2 Obtaining the board file

The recommended way to obtain the ADM-VA600 board file is to download it from within Vivado as described in
AMD UG994.

To download the board file, first open the Vivado Store dialog by selecting Tools �Vivado Store... from the
Vivado main menu. The following graphic shows the steps for downloading the ADM-VA600 board file within the
Vivado Store dialog.

1    Refresh catalog

2    Select “Boards” tab

3    Find board file and select it

4    Click download button

Figure 1: Steps for downloading the ADM-VA600 board file

If successful, a green tick appears next to the board as shown in Figure 2 below:
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Figure 2: After successfully downloading the ADM-VA600 board file

The Vivado Store dialog can now be closed by clicking on the Close button. The ADM-VA600/DEV board part
will be available when creating new Vivado projects.

3 Board file features

This section provides a brief overview of the IP presets and board interfaces defined by the ADM-VA600 board
file.

3.1 CIPS Block Automation

The board file defines a preset for Control Interfaces & Processing System (CIPS) IP that is used by Vivado’s
Block Automation feature. To use this feature, create a new CIPS IP instance in a Vivado Block Diagram (BD)
design. Then right-click on the CIPS IP instance and select Run Block Automation... as in Figure 3:
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Figure 3: Running Block Automation on the CIPS IP instance

The Block Automation dialog for the CIPS IP has various options which can be set as per applicament require-
ments, for the most part. However, in order to configure the PS/PMC module correctly for the ADM-VA600, set
Apply Board Preset to Yes as in Figure 4:
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Figure 4: Typical CIPS Block Automation settings

NOTE: If the Apply Board Preset option is Yes, Block Automation applies a particular CIPS IP preset named
ps_pmc_fixed_io. See Section 3.2 for information about CIPS IP presets.

The result of the above Block Automation settings is shown in Figure 5:

Figure 5: After running Block Automation

The above is a good starting point for a design that uses the Adaptive SoC’s APU and/or RPU embedded
processors, since it includes DDR4 SDRAM controllers.

Page 5



ADM-VA600 Board File
AD-AN-0142 v1.0 / December 15, 2023

3.2 CIPS IP presets

The board file defines several presets for the CIPS IP which offer a convenient way to configure the CIPS IP
without using Block Automation. They are summarized in Table 2 below:

Preset name PS I/O interfaces Boot modes IPI

ps_pmc_fixed_io Configured JTAG, QSPI, SD card (2.0) Not configured

ps_pmc_fixed_io_minimal Not configured JTAG, QSPI, SD card (2.0) Not configured

ps_pmc_fixed_io_linux Configured JTAG, QSPI, SD card (2.0) Configured

ps_pmc_fixed_io_smap32 Configured JTAG, QSPI, SelectMap (32-bit) Not configured

ps_pmc_fixed_io_smap32_minimal Not configured JTAG, QSPI, SelectMap (32-bit) Not configured

ps_pmc_fixed_io_smap32_linux Configured JTAG, QSPI, SelectMap (32-bit) Configured

Table 2: Available CIPS IP presets

In all presets, the PS reference clock is set to 50 MHz, the PS I/O bank voltages are correctly set and UART0 is
enabled (for debugging boot problems).

NOTE: The ps_pmc_fixed_io preset is used by Block Automation if the Apply Board Preset option is Yes
(see Figure 4.

The suffices that make up the names of the presets have the following meanings:

• Presets that include a suffix _minimal only configure the PS reference clock, UART0 and boot modes,
and omit configuring the rest of the PS I/O interfaces supported in the ADM-VA600.

• Presets that include a suffix _linux configure Inter-Processor Interrupts (IPI) so that the APU and RPU
can communicate with the PMC. This is a requirement for running Petalinux in the APU.

• Presets that include a suffix _smap32 replace the SD card (2.0) boot mode with the SelectMap (32-bit)
boot mode.

A CIPS IP preset is applied by customizing the CIPS IP instance and selecting it for Board Interface, as shown
in Figure 6:
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Figure 6: Applying a CIPS IP preset

NOTE: It is possible to change the preset after running Block Automation. Thus, a convenient way to generate
a Block Diagram design capable of running Petalinux in the APU is to run Block Automation (see Section 3.1)
and then change Board Interface to one of the _linux presets.

3.3 DDR4 SDRAM interfaces

In Versal architecture, memory controllers are built into the silicon and are considered part of the Network on
Chip (NoC). The ADM-VA600 has two banks of DDR4 SDRAM and the board file accordingly provides pinouts
and IP presets for them. The DDR4 SDRAM-related board interfaces defined in the ADM-VA600 board file are
summarized in Table 3:

Interface name Description

ddr4_bank0 Bundle of signals compromising the physical interface to DDR4 SDRAM bank 0.

ddr4_bank1 Bundle of signals compromising the physical interface to DDR4 SDRAM bank 1.

ddr4_bank0_sys_clk Differential reference clock for memory controller for DDR4 SDRAM bank 0.

ddr4_bank1_sys_clk Differential reference clock for memory controller for DDR4 SDRAM bank 1.

Table 3: Available DDR4 SDRAM-related interfaces

The AXI NoC IP is used to implement a DDR4 SDRAM controller which may use DDR4 SDRAM bank 0 only,
bank 1 only or both banks interleaved. Figure 7 below shows the interleaved case:
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Figure 7: AXI NoC IP configured for interleaved DDR4 SDRAM banks

The single-bank cases are illustrated in Figure 8a & Figure 8b, for DDR4 SDRAM banks 0 & 1 respectively:

(a) AXI NoC IP configured for DDR4 SDRAM bank 0 (b) AXI NoC IP configured for DDR4 SDRAM bank 1

Figure 8: AXI NoC IP single-bank configurations

Setting the board interfaces as described above is sufficient to correctly configure all of the DDR4 SDRAM-
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related properties of the AXI NoC IP such as memory timings and geometry. The pinout(s) for the chosen
DDR4 SDRAM bank(s) are defined by the board file, and therefore the designer need not provide constraints
files that define DDR4 SDRAM bank pinouts.

However, some DDR4-related settings can still be tweaked by the designer. For example:

• DBI usage for reads

• DBI usage for writes

• Individual memory timings (e.g. tFAW)

3.4 Differential clock interfaces

The board file defines various differential clocks:

• GT Quad reference clocks for all GT Quads used in the ADM-VA600.

• PL (fabric) clocks, connected to clock-capable pins.

Please see the Board tab in IP Integrator to see the complete list of differential clocks defined by the board file.
These clocks can be used in a Block Diagram design by right-clicking on an item and selecting Connect Board
Component :

Figure 9: Connecting a board file-defined clock

On doing so, a list of compatible IPs and IP interfaces is offered to the designer:
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Figure 10: Choosing an IP and IP interface to use with a board-file defined clock

Vivado then creates an instance of the chosen IP, creates an interface port appropriate for the chosen clock and
connects the two together. Figure 11 shows the outcome of this process for a board file-defined fabric_clk:

Figure 11: Board file-defined clock connected to chosen IP

3.5 General purpose I/O (GPIO) interfaces

The board file defines the following GPIO-style interfaces:

Interface name Description

user_led User-definable LEDs (output only)

user_switch User-definable switches (input only)

Table 4: Available GPIO-style interfaces

As with the differential clock interfaces, the GPIO interfaces can be used in a Block Diagram design by right-
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clicking on an item and selecting Connect Board Component. For an example of this method of connecting a
board interface to an IP instance, see Section 3.4.

Alternatively, a compatible IP may be instantiated (for example, AXI GPIO) and customized to set its IP inter-
faces. For example, Figure 12 shows an AXI GPIO IP instance configured to use both of the GPIO-style board
interfaces:

Figure 12: Configuring IP Interfaces of an AXI GPIO IP instance

3.6 I2C interfaces

The board file defines the following I2C interfaces:

Interface name Description

pl_temp_i2c Interface to temperature sensor.

vpx_sm_i2c Interface to VPX system management bus.

Table 5: Available I2C interfaces

As with the differential clock interfaces, the I2C interfaces can be used in a Block Diagram design by right-clicking
on an item and selecting Connect Board Component. For an example of this method of connecting a board
interface to an IP instance, see Section 3.4.

Alternatively, a compatible IP may be instantiated (for example, AXI GPIO) and customized to set its IP in-
terfaces. For example, Figure 13 shows an AXI IIC IP instance configured to use the pl_temp_i2c board
interface:
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Figure 13: Configuring the IP Interface of an AXI IIC IP instance

4 Board features without board file support

4.1 FMC+ connector

No board interfaces or IP presets are defined for the FMC+ connector because the pinout for it is application-
specific.

4.2 VPX P1 & P2 connectors

No board interfaces or IP presets are defined for the VPX P1 & P2 connectors because the pinout for them is
application-specific.

No board interfaces or IP presets are defined for the CPM PCIe blocks within the CIPS IP because the CIPS IP
does not have any board interface properties for them.

5 Related documents

1. UG895 – Vivado Design Suite User Guide: System-Level Design Entry, AMD Inc. (formerly Xilinx Inc.)

2. UG994 – Vivado Design Suite User Guide: Designing IP Subsystems Using IP Integrator, AMD Inc. (for-
merly Xilinx Inc.)

3. PG313 – LogiCORE IP Product Guide “Versal Adaptive SoC Programmable Network on Chip and Inte-
grated Memory Controller”, AMD Inc. (formerly Xilinx Inc.)

4. PG352 – LogiCORE IP Product Guide “Control Interfaces and Processing System”, AMD Inc. (formerly
Xilinx Inc.)

5. AD-UG-1456 – ADM-VA600 User Manual, Alpha Data Parallel Systems Ltd.
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Document version history

Document version Notes

1.0 Initial version.
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